2026 Colorado Mathematics Awards

The 31" annual awards program to recognize outstanding performance
in state, national and international math competitions
by Colorado middle school, high school, and college students.

Thursday, May 21, 2026
4:15 - 6:30 p.m.
Maglione Hall — University of Denver
Program

4:15-5:00pm Refreshments
5:00 — 6:25pm  Welcome: David Carlson, Co-founder and Co-chair

Guest presenter Nick Rui, student at Stanford University and author, “Counting Like Sloths: Recognizing

the humanity in math.” Introduced by Christy Marini, 8th Grade Math and Algebra I Teacher, Campus

Middle School

Recognition of math competitions teachers and coaches: Rhonda Naylor, Co-chair and National Board
Certified Teacher Adolescence Mathematics

Presentation of Awards

e MATHCOUNTS: presented by Kim Smith, Math Specialist, Mesa County Valley School District 51;
and President, Colorado Council of Teachers of Mathematics

s American Mathematics Competitions 8: presented by James Padavic, Department of Mathematics,
Cherry Creek High School Math

s American Mathematics Competitions 10 and 12: presented by Christy Marini

e MAA AMC Young Women in Mathematics Awards and Certificate Program: presented by Kim
Smith

e  USA Junior Mathematics Olympiad and USA Mathematics Olympiad: presented by Srinivas Arun,
sophomore, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and Dick Gibbs Scholarship recipient, CMA 2024

e American Regions Mathematics League--Colorado Teams 1 and 2: presented by Thomas Davids,
Colorado Math Circle Director and ARML Teams coach

e William Lowell Putnam Mathematical Competition and the International Mathematical Contest in
Modeling: presented by Anne Dougherty, Associate Chair and Teaching Professor, Department of
Applied Mathematics, CU Boulder; and MAA National representative, Rocky Mountain Section

¢ Dick Gibbs CMA Scholarship Awards: presented by David Carlson and Nancy Gibbs Wente, CMA
Treasurer

6:25pm Closing Remarks: David Carlson

Many thanks to CMA Steering Committee™* members and others who helped to make this day possible: Sally** and
Jim Lambert for providing and engraving medals, Raymond Johnson™* for preparing and showing slides and taking
photos; Michael Zhang** (CMA webmaster), Rhonda Naylor, and volunteer Sue Wang for preparing certificates;
and to Srinivas Arun, Janet Barnett**, Sally Lambert**, and Ming Song for serving on the Scholarship Selection
Committee. Special thanks also to Sandra Carter-Duff for helping at the registration desk; Katharine Kosin,
Competition Operations Coordinator, MAA, for providing the names and contact information of Colorado’s top
finishers in the AMC 8, 10A&B, 12A&B, YWM, and USA(J)MO contests and related national statistical information;
and Kristen Staniewicz, Events Manager, Conference and Event Services, University of Denver.




MATHCOUNTS: Middle School Gateway to Math Competitions!

MATHCOUNTS is an afterschool program for 6%, 7t and 8™ graders which leads to a series of three-hour competitions at school, chapter,
state, and national levels. Each year, approximately 140,000 students nationwide participate in school competitions, with about 40,000
students participating at chapter competitions. This year, the state competition for individuals and teams was held at the Colorado School of
Mines on March 28, The top four finishers are listed in ranked order and comprised the Colorado National Team, which represented
Colorado at the MATHCOUNTS National Competition during May 10-11 in Orlando, FL. The Colorado Team ranked 26™ nationally.

Colorado First Place Team (and Coach)
Andrew Zhao, David Dong, Siyuan Feng, and Arynn Kwon, D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School (Qingzhong Zhao)

Colorado National Team (and Coaches)
Noah Liu, Campus Middle School, Greenwood Village (Christy Marini); Andrew Zhao, D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High
School, Denver (Qingzhong Zhao); Krish Goyal, Stargate School, Thornton (Juli Bassman); and Elise Donaldson,
Grand RiverAcademy, Grand Junction (Riana Bichler). Team Coach: Qingzhong Zhao

Honorable Mention (and Coaches)
Iris Li, Stargate School (Juli Bassman and Paul Rightmyer); Ronan Lu, Altona Middle School, Longmont (Tim
Criger); Derek Li, Summit Middle School, Boulder (Maryam Yekta); Noah Han, Stargate School (Juli Bassman);
and Oliver Ellis, Liberty Common Junior High School, Ft. Collins (Karen Karppinen and Torgun Lovely)

B-star system for tracking NATIONAL performance on AMC 8, 10 A&B, and 12 A&B contests!
*****A perfect paper! ****Top 0.1% ***Top 1% **Top 2.5% * Top 5%

American Mathematics Competition 8

The AMC 8 is a 40-minute 25-question multiple-choice exam in middle school mathematics designed to promote the development of
problem-solving skills. All students in 8th grade and below are eligible. The exam was given during January 22-30, 2026. Nationally, 80,981
students from 2,129 schools participated this year.

AMC 8--Top Colorado Individual Winners (and Coaches)

(0)) David Dong***** D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School (Cory Ryckman and Qingzhong Zhao)
0} Derek Li***** Summit Middle School, Boulder (Maryam Yekta)

(4)) Iris Li*****, Stargate School (Juli Bassman and Paul Rightmyer)

0} Andrew Zhao***** D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School (Cory Ryckman and Qingzhong Zhao)
?2) Krish Goyal****, Stargate School (Juli Bassman)

?2) Noah Han****, Stargate School (Juli Bassman)

?2) David Liu**** The Dawson School, Lafayette (Kristen Medler)

?2) Joshua Russ**** Altona Middle School (Tim Criger)

A3) Elise Donaldson*** Grand River Academy (Riana Bichler)

3 Dylan Halliday***, Altona Middle School (Tim Criger)

3 Noah Liu***, Campus Middle School (Christy Marini)

A3 Evan Musgrove*** Timnath Middle High School (Kathryn Baeverstad)

A3 Meryk Sackrison***  Altona Middle School (Tim Criger)

A3) Dion Wang***_ Stargate School (Juli Bassman)

3 Rhonda Yan*** Kinard Core Knowledge Middle School, Ft. Collins (Alicia Williams)

Top 6" grader or below: David Liu, Dawson School, Lafayette

AMC 8--1% Honorable Mention (and Coaches)
Alex Cornea**, Manhattan Middle School (Meenakshi Raghavan); Yanyan Feng**, D'Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School
(Cory Ryckman); Liam Foster**, Campus Middle School (Christy Marini); Colton Holmes**, Liberty Common
Junior High School (Karen Karppinen); Sunwoo Kim**, Peak to Peak Charter School, Lafayette (Anita Chakraborty-
spotts); George Lin** and Chloe Yan**, Summit Middle School (Maryam Yekta); Ronan Lu**, Altona Middle
School (Tim Criger); and Scott Samuel** and Erina Yazawa**, Challenge School, Denver (Matt Bixby)

AMC 8—2" Honorable Mention (and Coaches)
Oliver Ellis*, Liberty Common Junior High School (Karen Karppinen); Malakhi Lepkin*, Allison Liu*, Ahaan
Sanganeria*®, and Chloe Zhang*, Challenge School (Matt Bixby); Owen Li*, Stargate School (Juli Bassman);
Zachary Li*, Vincent Shi*, and Victoria Yue*, Campus Middle School (Christy Marini); Enray Liu*, Cheyenne
Mountain Junior High School (Amy Hammes); Beau Regoli*, Homeschool (Lindsey Regoli); and Jay Yoon*, Altona
Middle School (Tim Criger)




American Mathematics Competitions 10 and 12

The AMC 10 and AMC 12 are both 25-question, 75-minute, multiple-choice examinations in high school mathematics with approximately 12
common problems between them. The AMC 10 is for students in 10th grade and below and covers the high school curriculum up to 10th
grade. The AMC 12 is for students in 12" grade and below and covers the entire high school curriculum, including trigonometry, advanced
algebra, and advanced geometry, but excluding calculus. Each contest was given in two different versions on different dates in November
2025. The AMC 10A and 10B exams were taken by 31,650 and 25,204 students respectively; many students took both exams. Similarly, the
12A and 12B exams were taken by 20,429 and 16,433 students, respectively. For students who take both versions of the same test, CMA uses
the higher national ranking.

AMC 10--Top Colorado Individual Winners (and Coaches)

) Joshua Liu*****_ Cherry Creek High School (Silva Chang and Jim Padavic)

€)) Derek Yin***** Fairview High School (Dominique Youngren and Emily Silverman)
3) Johnlin Feng****, Fossil Ridge High School (Cathy Rieker)

Top 8" Grader or below: Iris Li**, Stargate School (Juli Bassman and Paul Rightmyer)

AMC 10—1* Honorable Mention (and Coaches)
Iris Li**, Stargate School (Juli Bassman and Paul Rightmyer); April Duan**, Peak to Peak Charter School (Joe
Howard); Noah Liu*, Campus Middle School (Christy Marini); Christopher Zhu*, Cherry Creek High School (Jim
Padavic); Neo Luo*, Fossil Ridge High School (Cathy Rieker); Derek Li*, Summit Middle School (Maryam Y ekta);
Andrew Zhao (Cory Ryckman and Qingzhong Zhao)

AMC 10—2" Honorable Mention (and Coaches)
Alex Wang, Fossil Ridge High School (Cathy Rieker); Leran Wang, Jasper Huang, and Aarush Shah, Cherry
Creek High School (Jim Padavic); and Ivan Chang, Silver Creek High School (Carla McManaway and Silva Chang)

AMC 12--Top Colorado Individual Winners (and Coaches)

(1 Stormi England***** Legacy High School, Broomfield (Chris Taylor and Matthew Booren)
(1 Joshua Liu***** Cherry Creek High School (Silva Chang and Jim Padavic)

(1 Antonia Xu***** Fountain Valley School, Colorado Springs (Deb Prantl)

Top 10" Grader or below: Joshua Liu***** Cherry Creek High School (Silva Chang and Jim Padavic)

AMC 12—1% Honorable Mention (and Coaches)
Derek Yin**, Fairview High School (Dominique Youngren and Emily Silverman); Alex Zhang**, Ralston Valley High
School, Arvada (Silva Chang and Thomas Davids); Amy Zhang**, Longmont High School (Ana Schultz); Shruti
Arun*, Cherry Creek High School (Jim Padavic, Silva Chang, and Thomas Davids); Michael Zhang*, Cherry Creek
High School (Jim Padavic)

AMC 12—2" Honorable Mention (and Coaches)
Rohith Thomas, Eric Chen, Om Khurana, Agastya Prabhu, and Naomi Huang, Cherry Creek High School (Jim
Padavic); Allison Duan, Fairview High School (Dominique Youngren); James Lee, Fossil Ridge High School (Todd
Pfeifer, Cathy Rieker, and Silva Chang)

MAA AMC Young Women in Mathematics Awards and Certificate Program

This Program provides prizes for the highest-scoring, girl-identifying participants in the AMC 8, 10A, 10B, 12A, and 12B competitions.
Additionally, the highest-scoring girls in each MAA Section are recognized with a certificate for each competition. Below are the Certificate
winners from the Rocky Mountain Section of the MAA (all from Colorado).

AMC 8: Elise Donaldson, Grand River Academy, Grand Junction (Riana Bichler); Iris Li, Stargate School, Thornton (Juli
Bassman and Paul Rightmyer); and Rhonda Yan, Kinard Core Knowledge Middle School, Ft. Collins (Alicia Williams)
Iris was also recognized nationally as a 2026 Maryam Mirzakhani AMC 8 Award winner!

AMC 10A and 10B: April Duan, Peak to Peak Charter School, Lafayette (Joe Howard); and Iris Li, Stargate School (Juli
Bassman and Paul Rightmyer) each received certificates for outstanding performance in both contests!

AMC 12A/12B: Shruti Arun, Cherry Creek High School (Jim Padavic, Thomas Davids, and Silva Chang) received
certificates in both contests. Antonia Xu, Fountain Valley School, Colorado Springs (Deb Prantl) and Amy Zhang, Lakewood
High School (Ana Schultz) each received a 12A certificate. Allison Duan, Fairview High School (Dominique Youngren)
received a 12B certificate.

Antonia was also recognized nationally as a 2026 AMC 12A Award winner!



https://maa.org/community/sections/

American Invitational Mathematics Examination (AIME) and the USA Math Olympiads

The American Invitational Mathematics Examination (AIME) is a 15-question, 3-hour examination, in which each answer is an integer
number between 0 to 999. The questions on the AIME are much more difficult than those on the AMC 10 and AMC 12. Less than 1% of
AMC 10/AMC 12 participants are ultimately invited to take the USAMO and USAJMO. Two versions of the exam were administered on
different days in February. This year, 4,747 students nationwide participated in AIME [; an additional 673 students took the AIME II exam
on the alternate date.

The USA Mathematical Olympiad (USAMO) and the USA Junior Mathematical Olympiad (USAJMO) are six-question, two-day, 9-hour
essay/proof examinations given to the top students participating in the AMC 10 and 12 exams and the AIME. Less than 1% of AMC
10/AMC 12 participants are ultimately invited to take the USAMO and USAJMO examinations.

5 USA Math Olympiad Qualifiers: Shruti Arun, Cherry Creek High School (Jim Padavic, Thomas Davids, and Silva Chang);
Stormi England, Legacy High School, Broomfield (Chris Taylor and Matthew Booren); Joshua Liu, Cherry Creek High
School (Silva Chang and Jim Padavic); Derek Yin, Fairview High School (Dominique Youngren and Emily Silverman); and
Amy Zhang, Longmont High School (Ana Schultz)

USA Junior Math Olympiad Qualifiers: Iris Li, Stargate School (Juli Bassman and Paul Rightmyer). Iris Li is an 8™ grader!

American Regions Mathematics League — Colorado Teams 1 and 2

Twenty-nine Colorado students from ten different schools competed in the national ARML Competition at the University of Nevada Reno
last year. The competition attracted 128 fifteen-person teams and over 1800 students from the United States, Canada, China and South Korea.
Colorado's Team 1 placed 8th in Division B and 37th overall, out of 116 teams. Shruti Arun and Rohith Thomas, both from Cherry Creek
High School, achieved a perfect score on the individual round and made it to the tiebreaker round; Shruti placed 24th nationally and Rohith
27th. Members of Colorado's Teams for 2026 are listed below. Both teams are coached by Thomas Davids, Colorado Math Circle Director.

Team 1: Aarush Goradia, Joshua Liu, Rohith Thomas, and Christopher Zhu, Cherry Creek High School; Hanbei
Bao, Kaylor Huang, Jonah Wang, Kevin Yang, and Derek Yin, Fairview High School; Johnlin Feng, Neo Luo, and
Alex Wang, Fossil Ridge High School, Ft. Collins; Sophia Dai, Lakewood High School; Allison Duan, Peak to Peak
Charter School, Lafayette; and Alex Zhang, Ralston Valley High School, Arvada

Team 2:-Jasper Huang, Om Khurana, Katherine Ning, Alexander Oh, Agastya Prabhu, Arnav Rohilla, Arnav
Sharma (Alternate), and Leran Wang, Cherry Creek High School; Andrew Zhao, D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School;
Ivy Wang , Osel Yeh, and Allen Yu, Fairview High School; Aanshi Shah, Legacy High School; Nathan Daggy,
Northglenn High School; Helen Wan, Pine Creek High School, Colorado Springs; and Kyle Zhu, Stargate School

William Lowell Putnam Mathematical Competition

The William Lowell Putnam Mathematical Competition is a collegiate examination sponsored by the Mathematical
Association of America. It is a 6-hour 12-question essay examination given on campus on the first Saturday in December. All
undergraduates are eligible. In 2025, 4,335 students from 488 institutions in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico participated.

Top 500 Individual Winners (and Coaches) from Colorado Institutions

e Nathan George, Colorado School of Mines (John Griesmer)

e Anna Johnston, University of Denver (Ronnie Pavlov)

¢ William Kozma, US Air Force Academy (Kurt Herzinger)

e  Mark Suchodolskyi, Colorado School of Mines (John Griesmer)

Nathan, Mark, and School of Mines student Miles Walcott comprise Colorado’s top Putnam team!

Mathematical Contest in Modeling (MCM)

In 2026, 32,213 teams of college undergraduates and high school students representing 28 countries and regions participated, with 93,977
students working in teams of up to three to research, model, and communicate their solutions over four intense days.

The top team from Colorado is one of five teams from the University of Colorado Boulder. This team’s solution to a problem
on passive solar shading received an Honorable Mention. The team members and coach are:

Ashley Tams, Jamison Barcelona, and Arianna McCarty (Professor Anne Doughtery)

* *  Many thanks to 24 Friends of CMA who have contributed over $8,000 since July 1, 2025! * *
5.22.26



